Background on Malachi

I. The Man

A. Name means “My Messenger”

B. We know nothing else about him

II. The Message 

A. Date – Two views

1. 432 BC – 425 BC (During the time Nehemiah went back to report to the King of Persia)

2. 396 BC – (Saying the above date was to quick for things to have gotten as bad as described in the book)

B. Facts

1. 47 of 55 verses are direct quotes from God

2. Only prophet who ends with judgment (Last word is curse)

3. Internally the people were cynical but externally they performed empty rituals

C. Simple outline

Israel’s Privileges – 1:1-5

Israel’s Pollution’s – 1:6-3:15

Israel’s Promises – 3:16-4:6

D. 7 Questions (1:2, 1:6, 1:7, 2:17, 3:7, 3:8, 3:13)

